CHAPTER 247. HIGHWAYS

CONSOLIDATION OF TOWNSHIP AND COUNTY ROAD SYSTEMS
Act 130 of 1931

247.1-247.13 Repealed. 1951, Act 51, Eff. June 1, 1951.

SNOW REMOVAL ON COUNTY ROADS
Act 1 of 1937 (EX. Sess.)

247.21-247.25 Repealed. 1951, Act 51, Eff. June 1, 1951.

WATERWAYS ON OVERFLOWED LANDS
Act 174 of 1921

247.31-247.33 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.
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DISCONTINUATION OF HIGHWAY BORDERING LAKE OR STREAM
Act 341 of 1927

AN ACT to prevent the abandonment, discontinuation, vacation, or ateration of the course of any public
highway which borders upon, or is adjacent to any lake, or to the general course of any stream, or the course
of any portion of such a highway, or bordering upon a lake or general course of any stream, by the public
authorities of any village or city, until after the approval thereof by the circuit court of the county in which
said highway is situated; to provide for a notice of application for that purpose, and a method of hearing in
such court, and the method for review of orders made thereon; and to prescribe powers and duties of certain
State agencies.

History: 1927, Act 341, Eff. Sept. 5, 1927;0 Am. 1996, Act 217, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1996.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

247.41 Highway bordering on lake or stream; abandonment, discontinuation, alteration, or
vacation.

Sec. 1. A public highway or a portion of a public highway that borders upon, crosses, is adjacent to, or
ends at a lake, or the general course of a stream, shall not be abandoned, discontinued, vacated, or have its
course altered resulting in a loss of public access by the order or action of an official or officials of a city or
village in this state, until an order authorizing the abandonment, discontinuation, alteration, or vacation is
made by the circuit court for the county in which the highway is situated in the manner provided in this act.

History: 1927, Act 341, Eff. Sept. 5, 1927;0 CL 1929, 3950;0 CL 1948, 247.41;0 Am. 1996, Act 217, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1996.

247.42 Highway bordering on lake or stream; application signed by landowners.

Sec. 2. If the officia or officials having jurisdiction over the highways of a village or city in this state
desire to abandon, discontinue, vacate, or alter the course of a public highway referred to in section 1, and the
abandonment, discontinuation, vacation, or alteration will result in the loss of public access, before any action
is taken by the public official or officials of a village or city, an application signed by not less than 21
landowners of the village or city in which the highway is situated, shall be made to the circuit court for the
county in which the highway is located, setting forth the particular circumstances of the case, an accurate
description of the highway proposed to be abandoned, discontinued, vacated, or altered, together with the
reasons for the proposed abandonment, discontinuation, vacation, or alteration. The application shall be
substantiated by oath by 5 or more of the persons signing the application.

History: 1927, Act 341, Eff. Sept. 5, 1927, CL 1929, 3951;0] CL 1948, 247.42;(0 Am. 1996, Act 217, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1996.

247.43 Highway bordering on lake or stream; hearing; notice; publication; posting; service.

Sec. 3. Upon the filing of an application required by section 2, the presiding circuit judge shall schedule a
hearing on the application not later than 60 days from the date the application is filed. Notice of the
application and the time of hearing on the application shall be published once each week for 3 successive
weeks, in a newspaper printed and circulated in the county, unless an affidavit is filed in the case that no such
newspaper is published in the county. The notice shall contain an accurate description of the highway
described in the application and a brief recital of the reasons for its abandonment, discontinuance, vacation, or
alteration. A copy of the notice shall also be posted in 3 of the most public places in the city or village in
which the highway is situated, at least 20 days before the date of the hearing on the application. A copy of the
notice shall be sent by first-class mail to the owners of record title of each parcel of land located within 300
feet of the highway described in the application and to those persons of record claiming under those owners at
their local address and the address appearing on the assessment roll, if different, and to the chief executive
officer of the city or village in which the highway is situated, the state transportation department, the
department of natural resources, and, if applicable, the township in which the highway is situated at least 30
days before the date fixed for the hearing on the application. The department of natural resources and, if
applicable, the township shall review the application to determine whether the property should be retained as
an ingress and egress point. Proof by affidavit of the required publication, posting, and mailing shall be filed
with the court before the date of hearing.

History: 1927, Act 341, Eff. Sept. 5, 1927;0 CL 1929, 3952;,00 Am. 1931, Act 40, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;0 CL 1948, 247.43;0 Am.
1996, Act 217, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1996.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of department of natural resources to department of natural resources and
environment, and abolishment of department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-31, compiled at MCL 324.99919.
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247.44 Highway bordering on lake or stream; court order; operation and maintenance of
property; effect of noncompliance with subsection (3); reopening road ending; closure;
initiation of proceedings.

Sec. 4. (1) Upon the day of hearing the application or any adjournment of the hearing, testimony may be
taken from any person or persons interested in the application, and if it satisfactorily appears to the court that
there is no reasonable objection to the application, and that it is necessary for the best interest and welfare of
the public that the highway be abandoned, discontinued, vacated, or altered as to its course, as prayed for in
the application, or if it appears to the court that the highway or any part of the highway should remain as then
established, an order shall be entered in the record of the court in accordance with the determination.

(2) If acircuit court determines pursuant to this act that an official or officials of a city or village in this
state may discontinue, abandon, alter the course, or vacate a public highway or portion of a public highway,
and the department of natural resources or, if applicable, the township in which the highway is situated
decides to maintain the property as an ingress and egress point, the court shall order the official or officias
either to relinquish control to the state or township if the interest is nontransferable or to convey by quitclaim
deed whatever interest in the property is held by the local unit of government to the state or township. The
township shall have first priority to obtain the property or control of the property as an ingress and egress
point. If the township obtains the property or control of the property as an ingress and egress point and later
proposes to transfer the property or control of the property, it shall give the department of natural resources
first priority to obtain the property or control of the property. If the state obtains the property or control of the
property under this subsection, the property shall be under the jurisdiction of the department of natural
resources. The state may retain title to the property, transfer title to a local unit of government, or deed the
property to the adjacent property owners. If the property was purchased by the state from restricted fund
revenue, money obtained from sale of the property shall be returned to that restricted fund.

(3) If interest in the property is conveyed or control over the property is relinquished to alocal unit or this
state under subsection (2), the local unit or this state, as applicable, shall operate and maintain the property so
as to prevent and eliminate garbage and litter accumulation, unsanitary conditions, undue noise, and
congestion as necessary.

(4) If a person shows substantial noncompliance with the requirements of subsection (3), the circuit court
may order the local unit or this state to close the road ending in a manner to prevent ingress and egress to the
body of water for aperiod of up to 30 days.

(5) If a person shows substantial noncompliance with the requirements of subsection (3) and the circuit
court has previously closed the road ending for up to 30 days under subsection (4), the circuit court may order
the local unit or this state to close the road ending in a manner to prevent ingress and egress to the body of
water for 90 days.

(6) If a person shows substantial noncompliance with the requirements of subsection (3) and the circuit
court has previoudly closed the road ending for 90 days under subsection (5), the circuit court may order the
local unit or this state to close the road ending in a manner to prevent ingress and egress to the body of water
for 180 days.

(7) If a person shows substantial noncompliance with the requirements of subsection (3) and the circuit
court has previoudly closed the road ending for 180 days under subsection (6), the circuit court shall order the
local unit or this state to show cause why the road ending should not be permanently closed in a manner to
prevent ingress and egress to the body of water. Subject to subsection (8), the circuit court shall permanently
close the road ending unless the local unit or this state shows cause why the road ending should not be closed.

(8) After a road ending is closed under subsection (7), and unless the property has been conveyed or
relinquished to the adjacent landowners under subsection (9), the local unit or this state may petition the
circuit court to reopen the road ending. The circuit court may order the road ending reopened if the local unit
or this state presents a management plan to and posts a performance bond with the circuit court, and the
circuit court finds that the management plan and performance bond are adequate to ensure compliance with
subsection (3).

(9) After a road ending is closed by the circuit court under subsection (7), 1 or more of the adjacent
landowners may petition the circuit court to order the local unit or this state to convey any interest in the
property that the local unit or this state holds to the adjacent landowners, or, if the interest is nontransferable,
to relinquish control over the property to the adjacent landowners.

(10) Proceedings under subsection (4), (5), (6), or (7) shall beinitiated by application of 7 owners of record
title of land in the local unit who own land within 1 mile of the road ending to the circuit court for the county
in which the road ending is located. The applicants in proceedings under subsection (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), or
(9) shall give the persons described in section 3 notice of the application by registered mail.
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History: 1927, Act 341, Eff. Sept. 5, 1927;00 CL 1929, 3953;[1 CL 1948, 247.44;0 Am. 1996, Act 217, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1996.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of department of natural resources to department of natural resources and
environment, and abolishment of department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-31, compiled at MCL 324.99919.

247.45 Highway bordering on lake or stream; appeal.

Sec. 5. The proceedings required by section 4 are subject to appeal by a taxpayer of the village or city in
which the highway is situated. Notice of a claim for appeal shall be served upon the parties to the action
including the chief executive officer of the city or village in which the highway is situated, within 10 days
after the date of the entry of the order. Further proceedings on the appeal shall be in the same manner as
provided by law for appeal of judgments of the circuit court.

History: 1927, Act 341, Eff. Sept. 5, 1927;00 CL 1929, 3954;[1 CL 1948, 247.45;(0 Am. 1996, Act 217, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1996.

247.46 “Adjacent” and “highway” defined.
Sec. 6. Asused in this act:

(a) “Adjacent” includes any highway, or portion of a highway, lying within 5 rods of the shore of any lake
or the general course of any stream.
(b) “Highway” includes, where applicable, local roads or streets.

History: 1927, Act 341, Eff. Sept. 5, 1927;00 Am. 1929, Act 204, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;0 CL 1929, 3955;(] CL 1948, 247.46;0 Am.
1996, Act 217, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1996.

NOXIOUSWEEDS, WILD GRASS, OR FOUL SEEDS
Act 184 of 1917

247.51,247.52 Repealed. 1980, Act 180, Imd. Eff. July 2, 1980.

Rendered Friday, February 17, 2017 Page 4 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 471 of 2016
O Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



NOXIOUSWEEDS
Act 359 of 1941

AN ACT for controlling and eradicating certain noxious weeds within the state; to permit townships,
villages, and cities to have a lien for expenses incurred in controlling and eradicating such weeds; to permit
officials of counties and municipalities to appoint commissioners of noxious weeds; to define the powers,
duties, and compensation of commissioners; to provide for sanctions; and to repeal certain acts and parts of
acts.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;00 Am. 1956, Act 81, Eff. Aug. 11, 1956;00 Am. 1994, Act 26, Eff. May 1, 1994.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

247.61 Commissioner of noxious weeds; appointment, term, removal, report.

Sec. 1. The governing body of any city, village or township may appoint a competent person to be the
commissioner of noxious weeds who shall take the oath required of township, city or village officers, and
shall hold office for the term of 2 years and until a successor is appointed and qualified, and he shall receive
for his compensation such sum as may be fixed by the appointing body. The body so appointing may, at any
time, for good cause remove such commissioner from office and appoint his successor to serve the remaining
portion of his term. The appointing body shall report the name and address of the person so appointed to the
state department of agriculture within 10 days after making such appointment.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;00 CL 1948, 247.61;00 Am. 1962, Act 10, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963.

247.62 Noxious weeds; definition.

Sec. 2. For the purpose of this act, "noxious weeds"' includes Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense), dodders
(any species of Cuscuta), mustards (charlock, black mustard, and Indian mustard, species of Brassica or
Sinapis), wild carrot (Daucus carota), bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis), perennia sowthistle (Sonchus
arvensis), hoary ayssum (Berteroa incana), giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum), ragweed
(Ambrosia elatior 1.), and poison ivy (Rhus toxicodendron), poison sumac (Toxicodendron vernix), or other
plant which in the opinion of the governing body of any county, city, township, or village coming under the
provisions of this act is regarded as a common nuisance.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;00 Am. 1947, Act 114, Eff. Oct. 11, 1947;0 CL 1948, 247.62;10 Am. 2010, Act 358, Imd.
Eff. Dec. 22, 2010.

247.63 Noxious weeds; eradication; duty of commissioner.

Sec. 3. The commissioner of noxious weeds shall diligently inquire concerning the introduction and
existence of noxious weeds in his township, city or village and if any are found growing therein, he shall take
charge of al such growing and take care that they do not go to seed or otherwise spread, or become a
detriment to the public health, and he shall carefully seek and learn, so far as practicable, the best methods of
their destruction, and he shall persistently apply in proper time such remedy or treatment as shall be best
calculated to prevent their spread and to eradicate the same.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;00 Am. 1947, Act 114, Eff. Oct. 11, 1947;00 CL 1948, 247.63.

247.64 Destruction of noxious weeds; duty of owner, commissioner, agent, and department
of natural resources and environment; notice; ordinance; resolution; expenses; lien;
penalty; exceptions; action in court of claims.

Sec. 4. (1) The owner of land on which noxious weeds are found growing shall destroy the weeds before
they reach a seed bearing stage and prevent their regrowth, or shall prevent them from becoming a detriment
to public health. The commissioner shall notify by certified mail with return receipt requested the owner,
agent, or occupant of land on which noxious weeds are found growing. The notice shall describe methods of
treating and eradicating the noxious weeds and a summary of the provisions of this section. Failure of the
commissioner to give the notice does not, however, constitute a defense to an action to enforce the payment of
a fine provided for or debt created under this act. If the owner, agent, or occupant refuses to destroy the
noxious weeds, the commissioner shall enter upon the land and destroy the noxious weeds. Expenses incurred
in the destruction shall be paid by the owner of the land, and the township, city, or village of which the
commissioner is an officer shall have alien against the land for the amount of the expense. The lien shall be
enforced in the manner provided by law for the enforcement of construction liens.

(2) A village, city, or township may, whether or not provided in its charter, provide by ordinance enacted
for the purpose of controlling and eradicating noxious weeds in subdivided land that if the owner, agent, or
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occupant of subdivided land in a subdivision in which buildings have been erected on 60% of the lots, or the
owner, agent, or occupant of alot along an improved street in common usage, has failed, after 10 days notice
as provided in this section, to destroy the weeds, for a depth of 10 rods or the depth of the lot, whichever is
less, then an agent authorized by the governing body of the township, village, or city may enter upon the lot
and destroy noxious weeds by cutting. Mechanical equipment that will not damage the property or the
adjacent sidewalk, may be used to cut the noxious weeds. Expenses incurred in the destruction shall be paid
by the owner of the lot. The township, village, or city shall have a lien upon the lot for the amount of the
expense. The lien shall be enforced in the manner prescribed by charter, by the laws of this state providing for
the enforcement of tax liens, or by ordinance passed by the governing body of the township, village, or city.

(3) An owner who refuses to destroy noxious weeds as provided in this section is subject to a fine of not
more than $100.00. When collected, the fine shall become a part of the "noxious weed control fund" of the
township, village, or city. By ordinance, the township, city, or village may designate the refusal to destroy
noxious weeds as provided in this section as amunicipal civil infraction, in which case the fine shall be a civil
fine. If the city establishes an administrative hearings bureau pursuant to statute to adjudicate and impose
sanctions for blight violations, the city by ordinance may designate the refusal to destroy noxious weeds as
provided in this section as ablight violation and any fine imposed shall be a civil fine.

(4) This act does not apply to weeds in fields devoted to growing any small grain crop such as wheat, oats,
barley, or rye. In the case of an easement, property such as an abandoned subdivision, strip mine, or gravel
pit, public property such asaforest preserve, and al other land as to which definite ownership is not known to
the commissioner and cannot be established, the county board of commissioners shall cause the destruction of
noxious weeds in accordance with this act.

(5) If the county board of commissioners of a county passes a resolution to participate under this act, the
commissioner of noxious weeds shall notify the department of natural resources and environment, which shall
determine whether there is land in the county belonging to this state under the jurisdiction of the department.
The department of natural resources and environment shall cut noxious weeds growing on that land within 10
rods of any privately owned improved property, upon receipt of the notification. If the department of natural
resources and environment fails to cut the weeds, the commissioner of noxious weeds shall enter upon the
land and destroy the weeds. The expense shall be a charge against the department of natural resources and
environment and may be recovered in an action in the court of claims.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;0 Am. 1947, Act 114, Eff. Oct. 11, 1947;,0 CL 1948, 247.64;0 Am. 1956, Act 81, Eff.
Aug. 11, 195601 Am. 1962, Act 29, Eff. Mar. 28, 1963;(] Am. 1984, Act 58, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984;01 Am. 1994, Act 26, Eff. May 1,
1994;00 Am. 2003, Act 321, Imd. Eff. Jan. 12, 2004;0 Am. 2010, Act 118, Imd. Eff. July 13, 2010.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of department of natural resources to department of natural resources and
environment, and abolishment of department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-31, compiled at MCL 324.99919.

For transfer of powers and duties of department of natural resources and environment to department of natural resources, see E.R.O.
No. 2011-1, compiled at MCL 324.99921.

247.64a Cutting of weeds by township, city, or village; publication of notice; charging cost to
owner; provisions inapplicable to railroads.

Sec. 4a. (1) Instead of the notice required by section 4, the township, city, or village may publish a notice
in anewspaper of general circulation in the county during the month of March that weeds not cut by May 1 of
that year may be cut by the township, village, or city and the owner of the property charged with the cost
under the provisions of section 4. The publication shall also contain al other information required of the
notice provided for in section 4. The township, city, or village may cut weeds as many times as is necessary
and charge the cost to the property owner.

(2) The provisions of this act relative to entering on property for the cutting of weeds shall not apply to
railroads which shall continue to be subject to the provisions of section 11.

History: Add. 1969, Act 172, Eff. Mar. 20, 1970;00 Am. 1987, Act 210, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1987.

247.65 Noxious weeds; means of eradication; limitation of expense.

Sec. 5. The commissioner shall apply the best known means, and use the utmost diligence, in eradicating
noxious weeds; but he shall not have power to expend in work or materials more than $25.00 on any 1
infested tract, without the advice and consent, in writing, of the supervisor of the township.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;00 CL 1948, 247.65.

247.66 Noxious weeds; prosecution of violators of act.
Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the commissioner to prosecute or complain to the proper authorities of any
person or corporation who may violate any law now existing, or which may hereafter be passed, on the
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subject of noxious weeds.
History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;01 CL 1948, 247.66.

247.67 Commissioner; annual report, contents.

Sec. 7. The commissioner shall, annually, before the first day of December, make a written report to the
department of agriculture and to the body by whom he was appointed, as the case may be. Said report shall be
made out upon blank forms furnished by the department of agriculture and shall contain such information
with reference to the existence and growth of noxious weeds as said department may require.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;00 CL 1948, 247.67.

247.68 Department of agriculture; duty to enforce law; cooperation with commissioners.

Sec. 8. The department of agriculture is authorized and it shall be its duty to assist in the enforcement of
thislaw. The department shall cooperate with the various commissioners of noxious weeds in carrying out the
provisions of this act and shall advise them from time to time of the most effective methods of treating and
eradicating noxious weeds.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;00 CL 1948, 247.68.

247.69 Board of supervisors; auditing accounts of commissioner; payment.

Sec. 9. The board of supervisors or other official body appointing any commissioner shall audit the
accounts of the commissioner, both for his services and for the money expended or labor employed by him;
and they shall provide for their payment as they now do for other county or municipal expenses.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;00 CL 1948, 247.69.

247.70 County board of commissioners; appropriation; powers; penalties; jurisdiction.

Sec. 10. (1) The county board of commissioners may make an appropriation from the county treasury to
aid in destroying the noxious weeds in a town or precinct of the county. The board of commissioners may
assume control over the noxious weeds in al or part of the county. The county board of commissioners may
adopt a noxious weed ordinance that it considers necessary. For each violation of the ordinance, the ordinance
may do either of the following:

(a) Impose as a penalty for the violation afine not exceeding $100.00.

(b) Designate the violation as a municipal civil infraction and impose a civil fine for the violation.

(2) The action for imposition of the fine shall be commenced in the name and for the use of the proper
county, before the district or municipal court of the judicial district or municipality in which the weeds are
located. If the board of commissioners assumes control, its jurisdiction is superior to that of the commissioner
of noxious weeds so long as the board of commissioners exercises that control.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;[] CL 1948, 247.70;00 Am. 1990, Act 218, Imd. Eff. Oct. 8, 1990;00 Am. 1994, Act 26,
Eff. May 1, 1994.

247.71 Railroads; failure to comply, penalty.

Sec. 11. If any company, association or person owning, controlling or operating a railroad shall refuse or
neglect to dig up and destroy, or take other certain means of exterminating noxious weeds that may at any
time be growing upon the right of way or other lands of such roads, or appertaining thereto, they shall be
fined for each offense not less than $50.00 nor more than $200.00.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;00 CL 1948, 247.71.

247.72 Highways; noxious weeds; duty of officials to prevent growth.

Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the state highway commissioner to prevent all noxious weeds as defined in
this act from growing within the right of way of any highways under his jurisdiction. It shall be the duty of
each county road commission to prevent all noxious weeds as defined in this act from growing within the
right of way of any highways under their jurisdiction.

History: 1941, Act 359, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;0] CL 1948, 247.72.

ABOLITION OF BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS
Act 227 of 1933

247.101-247.103 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.

HIGHWAY EXPENDITURESIN PLATTED PORTION OF UNINCORPORATED VILLAGES
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Act 217 of 1925

247.111 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.
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TRANSFERSFROM GENERAL FUND TO COUNTY ROAD FUND
Act 253 of 1917

AN ACT to authorize the transfer of moneys from the general fund of counties, in certain instances, to the
county road fund of said counties, to be used in the construction, maintenance and repair of highways.

History: 1917, Act 253, Eff. Aug. 10, 1917.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

247.121 Transfer of surplus funds.

Sec. 1. If a county operating under the county road system of this state has a surplus in the general fund,
the board of commissioners of that county may, by resolution, direct the transfer of a part of that surplus from
the general fund to the county road fund, to be used for the construction, maintenance, and repair of highways
under the supervision and direction of the board of county road commissioners.

History: 1917, Act 253, Eff. Aug. 10, 1917;00 CL 1929, 4005;0 CL 1948, 247.121;(0 Am. 2011, Act 119, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2011.

TOWNSHIP ROADS
Act 202 of 1925

247.131-247.142 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.

STATE REWARD ROADS; BONDS
Act 220 of 1925

247.151 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.

STATE REWARD ROADS; LIMITATION
Act 195 of 1929

247.161 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.

Rendered Friday, February 17, 2017 Page 9 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 471 of 2016
O Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



HIGHWAY OBSTRUCTIONS AND ENCROACHMENTS; USE OF HIGHWAY BY PUBLIC
UTILITIES
Act 368 of 1925

AN ACT to prohibit obstructions and encroachments on public highways, to provide for the removal
thereof, to prescribe the conditions under which telegraph, telephone, power, and other public utility
companies, cable television companies and municipalities may enter upon, construct and maintain telegraph,
telephone, power or cable television lines, pipe lines, wires, cables, poles, conduits, sewers and like structures
upon, over, across or under public roads, bridges, streets and waters and to provide penalties for the violation
of this act.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;0 Am. 1972, Act 268, Imd. Eff. Oct. 11, 1972.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

247.171 Encroachments; removal order, service; temporary permit.

Sec. 1. In every case where a public highway has been or shall be encroached upon by any fence, building,
or other encroachment, the commissioner or commissioners having jurisdiction over the road may make an
order under his or their hand requiring the owner or occupant of the land through or by which such highway
runs, and of which such fence, building, or other encroachment forms a part of the enclosure, to remove such
encroachment from such highway within 30 days. A copy of such order shall be served upon such owner or
occupant, and every such order shall specify the width of the road, the nature of the encroachment and its
location with relation to the center line of the road, and the township, section and fraction thereof in which it
may be: Provided, The commissioner or commissioners having the matter in charge may issue temporary
permits for fences for the protection of improvements on the adjacent land.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;[1 CL 1929, 4041;[1 CL 1948, 247.171.
Former law: See section 1 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4401.

247.171a Rights-of-way, bridges, towers, and welcome centers; use to provide travel-related
information through electronic technologies.

Sec. 1a. This act does not prohibit the use of rights-of-way, bridges, towers, welcome centers, and rest
stops to provide through the use of electronic technologies, including electronic kiosks, travel-related
information or assistance and advance traffic information systems.

History: Add. 2002, Act 151, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 2002.

247.172 Encroachments; removal by commissioner, penalty, expense charged to occupant,
collection by tax; limitation.

Sec. 2. If such encroachment shall not be removed within 30 days after the service of a copy of such order,
such owner or occupant shall forfeit the sum of 1 dollar for every day after the expiration of that time during
which such encroachment shall continue unremoved, to be recovered in an action of trespass before any
justice of the peace of the township, or of an adjoining township in the same county, and the commissioner or
commissioners may proceed to remove such encroachment in such manner as to cause the least damage to the
property or loss to the owner, and the person at fault shall be liable for the costs and expenses of such
remova. The highway commissioner or commissioners shall keep an accurate account of the expenses
incurred by him or them in carrying out the provisions hereof and shall present a full and complete statement
thereof, verified by oath, together with a full and legal description of the lands entered upon, to the occupants
of such lands, requiring the said occupant to pay the amount therein set forth; and in case such owner or
occupant shall refuse or neglect to pay the same within 30 days after such notice and demand, the highway
commissioner or commissioners shall present a duly verified copy of said statement to the township clerk of
the township in which such expense was incurred, and thereupon the amount of al such costs and
expenditures shall be certified to the supervisor and shall be assessed and levied on the lands described in the
statement of the commissioner or commissioners, and shall be collected in the same manner as other taxes are
collected, but no person shall be required to remove any fence under the provisions of this section between the
first day of May and the first day of September unless such fence shall have been made within 3 months next
before the making of the order for the removal thereof, or interferes with the construction, improvement or
maintenance of the road.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;00 CL 1929, 4042;0] CL 1948, 247.172.
Former law: See section 2 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4402.
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247.173 Encroachments; denied, notice to commissioner; trespass action.

Sec. 3. If the person upon whom the copy of such order shall be served at any time before the expiration of
said 30 days, by a written notice served upon the commissioner or commissioners, deny such encroachment
either in whole or in part, or shall deny the existence of a highway where such encroachment is claimed to
exist, the commissioner or commissioners, instead of proceeding to remove such encroachment, shall
commence an action of trespass against the person upon whom the copy of such order was served, as
hereinafter provided.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;0] CL 1929, 4043;0] CL 1948, 247.173.

Former law: See section 2 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4402.

247.174 Trespass action; brought by commissioner.

Sec. 4. Such action shall be brought by the commissioner or commissioners in his or their name of office,
claiming nominal damages only in the sum of 6 cents, before any justice of the peace of the township, or of
any adjoining township in the same county. The summons in such action may be in the same form, and shall
be issued and served, and a jury shall be impaneled when demanded, and all proceedings had as near as may
be, as in cases of personal actions of trespass, and full costs shall be taxed by the justice and paid by the
losing party, except that if the commissioner or commissioners demand ajury he or they shall not be required
to advance the jury fee.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;0] CL 1929, 4044;0] CL 1948, 247.174.

Former law: See sections 3 and 4 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, §8 4403 and 4404.

247.175 Trespass action; pleadings and trial.

Sec. 5. The declaration in such action shall follow the order required by section 1 of this chapter, in
describing such encroachment. The defendant may plead denying the encroachment in whole or in part, and
may also deny the existence of a highway where such encroachment is claimed to be, but otherwise the legal
existence of the highway shall not be questioned on the trial, and the fact of such encroachment, and where
the true line of the highway is, shall only be tried.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;[1 CL 1929, 4045;[1 CL 1948, 247.175.
Former law: See section 3 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4403.

247.176 Trespass action; trial and verdict.

Sec. 6. The trial of said action may be adjourned for not to exceed 10 days. The jury shall specify in their
verdict, if they find the defendant guilty of causing or maintaining the encroachment as charged, and the
extent thereof, and if the existence of the highway has been denied, they shall also specify, if they find a
highway to exist, whether it be such by public use or by having been regularly laid out and established as a
public highway. In the trial of any cause involving the existence of any highway, the burden of proof shall be
upon the contestants to show that the same has not been regularly laid out and established as a public
highway, or has not become such by public use.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;0] CL 1929, 4046, CL 1948, 247.176.

Former law: See section 4 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4404.

247.177 Trespass action; trial and appeal.

Sec. 7. Either party may appeal to the circuit court of the proper county in the same manner that appeals
are taken from justices' courts in other cases, but in case of an appea taken by the commissioner or
commissioners, he or they shall not be required to pay the costs or furnish an appeal bond. In case of such
appeal, trial shall be had on the issue joined in the justice court, and in case of ajudgment in any court against
the commissioner or commissioners no execution shall issue, but the judgment shall be certified to the proper
supervisor and the amount thereof assessed and collected as in case of judgments against townships and
counties.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;0 CL 1929, 4047;0 CL 1948, 247.177.

Former law: See section 5 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4405.

247.178 Encroachment; removal by commissioner; penalty on owner or occupant for
neglect.

Sec. 8. In all cases of final judgment against any person for causing or maintaining an encroachment, the
commissioner or commissioners may proceed to remove the same within 10 days after such judgment, in the
same manner that he may do under section 2 of this chapter, where the encroachment or the existence of the
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highway is not denied, and the penalty prescribed in section 2 shall attach and continue from and after the
expiration of the 30 days mentioned therein, until such encroachment be removed.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;[1 CL 1929, 4048;[1 CL 1948, 247.178.
Former law: See section 6 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4406.

247.179 Encroachment; removal, interference, penalty.

Sec. 9. In all cases of final judgment against any person or persons for causing or maintaining an
encroachment or obstruction upon a highway, if such person shall, subsequent to such final judgment, by
force or otherwise, interfere with any commissioner or commissioners in the performance of his or their duties
under this chapter, or if such person shall replace or cause to be replaced any of the encroachments or
obstructions which had been removed, or in any way interfere with the said highway, he shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 100 dollars,
or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding 3 months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, in the
discretion of the court.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;00 CL 1929, 4049;00 CL 1948, 247.179.
Former law: See section 6 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4406.

247.180 Loose obstructions, logs, or wood; notice to remove; removal; removal by
commissioner, sale; proceeds, disposition.

Sec. 10. In case any saw logs, cordwood, or other loose obstruction shall be upon any highway, the
commissioner or commissioners may notify the owner, if known, to remove the same within 2 days, and if not
so removed, or the owner is unknown, the commissioner or commissioners may remove such obstruction to
some convenient place, and if it has a value he or they shall hold it for 30 days subject to the order of the
owner upon payment of the necessary expenses of removal, after which time he or they may sell the property
removed, and such sale, notice of sale and application of the proceeds thereof shall be the same as is now
required by law of constables sale under execution, and the expense of removal, care of property and sae
shall be deducted from the proceeds of sale, and the balance paid to the owner of such property, or deposited
with the township clerk to be by him paid to the owner.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;0] CL 1929, 4050;01 CL 1948, 247.180.
Former law: See section 11 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4411.

247.181 Loose obstructions, logs, or wood; no value, compensation for removing.

Sec. 11. In case the article or thing have no value or is not of sufficient value to pay for the removal, the
commissioner or commissioners shall be entitled to compensation for the expense of removing it, and the
expense of removal may be recovered from the owner in the name of the commissioner or commissionersin
an action of assumpsit, or the same may be assessed upon any property of such owner and collected in the
same manner asis provided in section 2 hereof.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;00 CL 1929, 4051;0] CL 1948, 247.181.

Former law: See section 11 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4411.

247.182 Obstructions; road fence if dangerous, penalty.

Sec. 12. It shall hereafter be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect a fence along any road,
of any material which, by reason of its construction or otherwise, is dangerousin itself or by reason of causing
an obstruction to the highway. Any person violating the provisions hereof shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than 15 dollars, nor more than
50 dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not exceeding 30 days or by both such fine and
imprisonment in the discretion of the court.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;0] CL 1929, 4052;(1 CL 1948, 247.182.

Former law: See section 13 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4413.

247.183 Public utilities, cable television companies, and municipalities; construction and
maintenance of structures; consent of governing body; construction and maintenance of
utility lines and structures longitudinally within limited access highway rights-of-way;
standards; charges; use of revenue; use of electronic devices within limited access and
rights-of-way to provide travel-related information.

Sec. 13. (1) Except as otherwise provided under subsection (2), telegraph, telephone, power, and other
public utility companies, cable television companies, and municipalities may enter upon, construct, and
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maintain telegraph, telephone, or power lines, pipe lines, wires, cables, poles, conduits, sewers or similar
structures upon, over, across, or under any public road, bridge, street, or public place, including,
longitudinally within limited access highway rights-of-way, and across or under any of the watersin this state,
with all necessary erections and fixtures for that purpose. A telegraph, telephone, power, and other public
utility company, cable television company, and municipality, before any of this work is commenced, shall
first obtain the consent of the governing body of the city, village, or township through or along which these
lines and poles are to be constructed and maintained.

(2) A utility as defined in 23 CFR 645.105(m) may enter upon, construct, and maintain utility lines and
structures, including pipe lines, longitudinally within limited access highway rights-of-way and under any
public road, street, or other subsurface that intersects any limited access highway at a different grade, in
accordance with standards approved by the state transportation commission and the Michigan public service
commission that conform to governing federal laws and regulations and is not required to obtain the consent
of the governing body of the city, village, or township as required under subsection (1). The standards shall
require that the lines and structures be underground and be placed in a manner that will not increase highway
maintenance costs for the state transportation department. The standards may provide for the imposition of a
reasonable charge for longitudinal use of limited access highway rights-of-way. The imposition of a
reasonable charge is a governmental function, offsetting a portion of the capital, maintenance, and permitting
expense of the limited access highway, and is not a proprietary function. The charge shall be calculated to
reflect a 1-time installation permit fee that shall not exceed $1,000.00 per mile of longitudinal use of limited
access highway rights-of-way with a minimum fee of $5,000.00 per permit. If the 1-time installation permit
fee does not cover the reasonable and actual costs to the department in issuing the permit, the department may
assess the utility for the remaining balance. All revenue received under this subsection shall be used for
capital and maintenance expenses incurred for limited access highways, including the cost of issuing the
permit.

(3) A person engaged in the collection of traffic data or the provision of travel-related information or
assistance may enter upon, construct, and maintain electronic devices and related structures within limited
access and other highway rights-of-way in accordance with standards approved by the state transportation
commission that conform to governing federal laws and regulations. The standards shall require that the
devices and structures be placed in a manner that will not impede traffic and will not increase maintenance
costs for the state transportation department. The state transportation department may enter into agreementsto
authorize the use of property acquired for or designated as a highway or acquired for or designated for
ancillary purposes for the installation, operation, and maintenance of commercial or noncommercial
electronic devices and related structures for the collection of traffic data or to assist in providing travel-related
information or assistance to motorists who subscribe to travel-related services, the public, or the department.
Any revenue generated by the agreements shall be deposited in the state trunk line fund. The department may
accept facilities or in-kind services to be used for public purposes in lieu of, or in addition to, monetary
compensation.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;00 CL 1929, 4053;00 CL 1948, 247.183;0 Am. 1972, Act 268, Imd. Eff. Oct. 11, 1972;00
Am. 1989, Act 215, Imd. Eff. Nov. 13, 1989;00 Am. 1994, Act 306, Imd. Eff. July 14, 1994;00 Am. 2002, Act 151, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 2002
;0 Am. 2005, Act 103, Imd. Eff. July 22, 2005.

247.184 Consent of county or state to construction.

Sec. 14. In case it is proposed to construct a telegraph, telephone, power line or cable television line, pipe
lines, wires, cables, poles, conduits, sewers, or like structures upon, over or under a county road or bridge, the
consent of the board of county road commissioners shall be obtained before the work of such construction
shall be commenced; and in case it is proposed to construct a telegraph, telephone, power line, cable
television line, pipe ling, wires, cables, poles, conduits, sewers or like structures, upon, over or under a state
trunk line highway, or upon, over or under any bridge that the state has participated in constructing, the
consent of the state highway commissioner shall be obtained before the work of such construction shall be
commenced.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;00 CL 1929, 4054;0 CL 1948, 247.184;0 Am. 1972, Act 268, Imd. Eff. Oct. 11, 1972.

247.184a Surveillance of occupied manhole; exceptions; training and duties of second
employee.

Sec. 14a. (1) A person shall not enter a manhole being constructed or being used for repairs to underground
utilities or remain inside of the opening unless a person is providing alert surveillance, except that a new
manhole under construction is exempted if adequate steps are taken to insure safe working conditions.

(2) A person, firm, or corporation authorized or permitted to construct or repair underground facilities by
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access through a manhole shall provide alert surveillance until the manhole cover is in place and no person
remains in the underground facility. The second employee shall be trained in safety and first aid practices and
shall be responsible for aert surveillance of the occupied manhole to afford immediate action in emergencies.
The second employee could also perform other duties either above grade or in the manhole provided they did
not interfere with the employees surveillance duties. This section does not preclude an employee trained in
safety practices, in the absence of a second employee, from entering a manhole for a brief period of time not
in excess of 20 minutes for purposes such as inspections, housekeeping, taking readings, or similar work,
provided adequate steps have been taken to insure safe working conditions.
History: Add. 1978, Act 287, Imd. Eff. July 7, 1978.

247.185 Paramount rights of public; injury to trees and shrubs; regulation of rights.

Sec. 15. The construction and maintenance of all such telegraph, telephone and power lines, cable
television lines, pipe lines, wires, cables, poles, conduits, sewers and like structures shall be subject to the
paramount right of the public to use such public places, roads, bridges and waters, and shall not interfere with
other public uses thereof and nothing herein contained shall be construed to authorize any telegraph,
telephone, power, or other public utility company, cable television company or municipality to cut, destroy, or
in anywise injure any tree or shrub planted within any highway right of way or along the margin thereof, or
purposely left there for shade or ornament or to bridge across any of the waters of this state. Nor shall
anything in this section or sections 13 and 14 be construed to grant any rights whatsoever to any public
utilities or cable television companies whatsoever, nor to impair anywise any existing rights granted in
accordance with the constitution or laws of this state, but shall be construed as a regulation of the exercise of
all suchrights.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;00 CL 1929, 4055;0 CL 1948, 247.185;0 Am. 1972, Act 268, Imd. Eff. Oct. 11, 1972.

247.186 Public utility; placing poles, fixtures, wires, or cables.

Sec. 16. In no case shall any poles or other structures be placed above the ground or road grade between
the curb or road shoulder lines, or closer than 15 feet from the center line of the roadway; and in no case shall
any wires, cables or other fixtures be placed, or be permitted to remain, at less height than 15 feet above any
part of the traveled portion of the road.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;0] CL 1929, 4056;0] CL 1948, 247.186.

Former law: See section 8 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4408.

247.187 Encroachments; removal, expense of removal by commissioner.

Sec. 17. Any person or persons, firm, corporation or municipality violating any of the provisions of this
chapter, shall, upon written demand of the commissioner or commissioners having jurisdiction over the road,
remove such encroachments, pipe lines, wires, cables, poles, conduits, sewers and like structures. If removal
be not made within 30 days thereafter, then the said commissioner or commissioners shall have the right to
remove the same and the person, persons, firm or corporation or municipality so violating, shall be liable for
the amount of expense incurred in making such removal, to be collected in an action of assumpsit, or assessed
upon the property of such person, persons, firm or corporation and collected in the same manner as other
taxes are assessed and collected.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;00 CL 1929, 4057;00 CL 1948, 247.187.
Former law: See section 9 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 44009.

247.188 Obstructions to traffic; moving; permit, bond; penalty.

Sec. 18. No building, or other obstruction to traffic shall be moved across, upon or along any road without
consent being first obtained from the commissioner or commissioners having jurisdiction over the road, and
without first executing to such commissioner or commissioners, a bond in an amount sufficient to cover all
possible damage to the road on account of such moving, to be determined by the commissioner or
commissioners aforesaid, and conditioned for the payment of all such damage or injury to the road on account
of such moving. Any person violating the provisions hereof shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and
upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not to exceed 100 dollars or by imprisonment in the
county jail for not to exceed 30 days or by both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;00 CL 1929, 4058;00 CL 1948, 247.188.

247.189 Obstructions to traffic; left in roadway, penalty.

Sec. 19. If any building or other obstruction as aforesaid shall, in the process of moving, be left in the
highway so as to interfere with the travel thereon, the commissioner or commissioners may notify the person
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at fault to remove the same within 2 days, such notice to be either verbal or in writing, and if such building or
obstruction be not removed pursuant to such notice the person at fault shall be liable to a penalty of 5 dollars
per day for each day that the same shall remain unremoved, and after 5 days the commissioner or
commissioners may proceed to remove it at the expense of the owner or owners thereof.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;[1 CL 1929, 4059;[1 CL 1948, 247.189.
Former law: See section 10 of Ch. 7 of Act 283 of 1909, being CL 1915, § 4410.

247.190 Width of highway; encroachment does not give right to land.

Sec. 20. All public highways for which the right of way has at any time been dedicated, given or
purchased, shal be and remain a highway of the width so dedicated, given or purchased, and no
encroachments by fences, buildings or otherwise which may have been made since the purchase, dedication or
gift nor any encroachments which were within the limits of such right of way at the time of such purchase,
dedication or gift, and no encroachments which may hereafter be made, shall give the party or parties, firm or
corporation so encroaching, any title or right to the land so encroached upon.

History: 1925, Act 368, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;0 CL 1929, 4060;0] CL 1948, 247.190.

247.191 Act inapplicable to encroachments and obstructions erected under MCL 257.1701 et
seq.
Sec. 21. This act does not apply to encroachments and obstructions erected under the city motor vehicle
racing act of 1981.
History: Add. 1981, Act 176, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 1981.
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PRIVATE ROADS
Act 393 of 1913

AN ACT to permit passage ways to lands adjoining at a single point.
History: 1913, Act 393, Eff. Aug. 14, 1913.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

247.201 Private roads; ingress and egress, application.

Sec. 1. When lands owned in different descriptions by the same person, copartnership or corporation, and
are contiguous at the corners or as more fully described at the points of intersection of description lines
projected, a private road may be secured across the adjacent lands, not to exceed 12 feet on each side of the
point of intersection, or a passage way of 24 feet permitting ingress and egress. Application for such easement
shall be made by the owner of such land contiguous at the corners, in writing to the highway commissioner of
the township who shall act on such application in the manner prescribed in chapter 9 of Act No. 283 of the
Public Acts of 1909, entitled “An act to revise, consolidate and add to the laws relating to the establishment,
opening, improvement, maintenance and use of the public highways and private roads, the condemnation of
property and gravel therefor; the building, repairing and preservation of bridges; setting and protecting shade
trees, drainage, cutting weeds and brush within this state, and providing for the election and defining the
powers, duties and compensation of state, county, township and district highway officials.”

History: 1913, Act 393, Eff. Aug. 14, 1913;0 CL 1915, 4860;0 CL 1929, 4073;0 CL 1948, 247.201.

Compiler'snote: For provisions of chapter 9 of Act 283 of 1909, referred to in this section, see MCL 229.1 et seqg.
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ROADSTO ISOLATED LANDS
Act 172 of 1915

AN ACT to provide for the opening of roads to certain isolated lands.
History: 1915, Act 172, Imd. Eff. May 11, 1915.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

247.211 Isolated lands; road established, width, record.

Sec. 1. Owners of isolated lands, where the same are platted or subdivided into lots for residence purposes
or lake resort homes and where said plat or subdivision shall have been duly recorded in the office of the
register of deeds of the county wherein such lands are located, shall have the right to acquire in the same
manner as provided by Act No. 283 of the Public Acts of 1909, for the establishment, opening and
maintenance of private or public roads, a roadway leading to the streets on said plat from the nearest public
highway across the lands adjacent to said plat or subdivision by the most feasible route. Said roadway shall be
not less than 2 rods wide and when so acquired may be dedicated to the public for use as a highway by the
owner or owners of said plat or subdivision. The survey or conveyance showing title to said roadway shall be
recorded in the office of the register of deeds of the county wherein said land lies.

History: 1915, Act 172, Imd. Eff. May 11, 1915;00 CL 1915, 4861;0 CL 1929, 4074;0] CL 1948, 247.211.
Compiler'snote: For provisions of Act 283 of 19009, referred to in this section, see MCL 220.1 et seq.
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TEMPORARY HIGHWAYS
Act 283 of 1921

AN ACT to provide for the laying out, construction, and use of atemporary highway.
History: 1921, Act 283, Eff. Aug. 18, 1921.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

247.221 Temporary road for transportation of forest products.

Sec. 1. Whenever any owner of any timber, logs, lumber, wood, poles, bark, ties or other forest products
shall wish to have a temporary highway laid out for the purpose of hauling said timber, logs, lumber, wood,
poles, bark, ties or other forest products to a place for manufacture, shipment or sale, he may, in writing, make
application for such road to the owner or owners of said lands and in case said lands are unoccupied, to the
agent or agents having charge of the same, and if the owner of said lands is a non-resident of the county and
no known agent in charge, then application may be made to the commissioner of highways of the township in
which said lands are situated. If the party desiring said road and the owner of said lands, his agent or
representative, may agree on the amount of damages then he may forthwith enter upon said lands, lay out,
prepare and use said highway, or if unable to agree upon the amount of damages, then said applicant for such
road may have the commissioner of highways, the supervisor or some other suitable person in said township,
under oath, appraise the damages to said lands on account of such highway, which said appraisal and
application shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the circuit court for the county in which said lands are
located and shall pay to the clerk the sum of 50 cents as a filing fee and thereupon said applicant may enter
upon said premises, lay out, prepare and use said highway at any time after the first day of December of any
year to and including the first day of April of the ensuing year, upon making, executing and delivering to the
clerk of the county a bond in the penal sum of not less than 100 dollars and at least 5 times the amount of the
appraised damages with sufficient surety in the name of the owner of the said lands, or if unknown, in the
name of the highway commissioner and to his successors in office, to be approved by the county clerk of said
county to secure the payment of all damages sustained by the owner of said lands on account of said highway:
Provided, however, That said road does not go through the door yard or barn yard of the owner of said lands.

History: 1921, Act 283, Eff. Aug. 18, 1921;00 CL 1929, 4075;00 CL 1948, 247.221.

PLANTING OF TREES
Act 36 of 1919

247.231-247.235 Repealed. 1996, Act 227, Imd. Eff. May 30, 1996;—2000, Act 125, Imd. Eff.
May 30, 2000.
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TREESAND SHRUBS
Act 2 of 1921 (1st Ex. Sess.)

AN ACT to provide for the protection and care of certain trees and shrubs within the limits of public
highways within the state of Michigan and for the planting of trees and shrubs as a part of the maintenance of
theroad in certain cases.

History: 1921, 1st Ex. Sess., Act 2, Eff. Sept. 19, 1921.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

247.241 Trees or shrubs; unlawful cutting, destruction; penalty.

Sec. 1. It shall be unlawful to cut, destroy or otherwise injure any shade or ornamenta tree or shrub
growing within the limits of any public highway within the state of Michigan without the consent of the
authorities having jurisdiction over such road. In the case of a trunk line or federal aided road the state
highway commissioner shall be deemed to have such jurisdiction in all cases. It shall also be unlawful to affix
to any such tree or shrub any picture, announcement, notice or advertisement or to negligently permit any
animal to break down or injure the same. Any person violating any of the provisions of this act shall be
deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction thereof shall be punished by afine of not more than
100 dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not exceeding 30 days, or by both such fine and
imprisonment within the discretion of the court.

History: 1921, 1st Ex. Sess., Act 2, Eff. Sept. 19, 1921;00 CL 1929, 4095;] CL 1948, 247.241.

247.242 Trees or shrubs; planting and protection.

Sec. 2. The state highway commissioner is hereby authorized and empowered as a part of the maintenance
of trunk line and federal aided roads to protect trees and shrubs set out along and within the limits of such
roads and to set out such trees and shrubs as may be furnished to him by the Michigan agricultural college, the
department of conservation, or by any other state department or institution, or obtained from neighboring
lands without cost, for the use and benefit of the public. The care of such trees shall be deemed to be a part of
the road maintenance work. Boards of county road commissioners and township highway authorities shall
likewise have power to set out and maintain such trees along, and within the limits of, roads under their
respective jurisdictions.

History: 1921, 1st Ex. Sess,, Act 2, Eff. Sept. 19, 1921;01 CL 1929, 4096;(] CL 1948, 247.242.

CLAIMSFOR LABOR AND MATERIALS
Act 357 of 1913

247.251 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.

TOWNSHIP HIGHWAY AND BRIDGE FUNDS
Act 75 of 1929

247.261-247.264 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.

MARKING HIGHWAYS;, SIGNS
Act 108 of 1925

247.271-247.281 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;—1980, Act 180, Imd. Eff. July
2, 1980.
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CLOSING ROADSUNDER CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR
Act 165 of 1917

AN ACT to authorize highway officials to close roads under construction, improvement or repair, or any
portion of a highway whereon a bridge is being constructed or repaired; to require such officials to place in
good repair and to mark by proper signs suitable detours around roads, or portions of roads, which are closed
hereunder; to provide suitable barriers, and lights shall be maintained at the end of such roads or portions of
roads which are thus closed and at the intersections thereof with other roads; to require the removal of signs
and barriers located and placed hereunder; and to provide a penalty for aviolation of the provisions hereof.

History: 1917, Act 165, Eff. Aug. 10, 1917.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

247.291 Closing highways or bridges for construction or repair; barriers; highway, definition.

Sec. 1. The officials in charge of constructing, improving or repairing highways may close any highway or
portion thereof, which is under process of construction, improvement or repair or upon which is located any
bridge which is being constructed or repaired. No highway shall be closed under the provisions of this act
until suitable barriers have been erected at the ends of the highway or of the closed portion thereof, and also at
the point of intersection of such highway or portion thereof with other highways. Suitable barriers are those
which conform to the manua of uniform traffic control devices adopted pursuant to section 608 of Act No.
300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being section 257.608 of the Compiled Laws of 1948. For the purposes of this
act “highway” includes roads and streets.

History: 1917, Act 165, Eff. Aug. 10, 1917;0 CL 1929, 4626;] CL 1948, 247.291;[1 Am. 1966, Act 176, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1966.

247.292 Closing of highways or bridges for construction or repair; detours, notices, removal
of barriers on completion of work.

Sec. 2. No highway shall be closed under the provisions of this act until suitable detours around the same,
or the closed portion thereof, are provided and are placed in reasonably safe and passable condition for traffic.
Notices in the form of plainly legible signs shall be placed by the highway officials having such work in
charge at either end of the closed highway or portion of highway and at such intermediate points along the
detour, or detours, as may be necessary to plainly mark the same. Upon the completion of the work of
construction, improvement or repair and as soon as the highway or bridge constructed, improved or repaired
shall be in suitable condition for public travel, all barriers, marks and signs whatsoever erected under the
provisions hereof shall be at once removed by the officials erecting or placing the same.

History: 1917, Act 165, Eff. Aug. 10, 1917;0 CL 1929, 4627;00 CL 1948, 247.292;(1 Am. 1966, Act 176, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1966.

247.293 Refusal to provide barriers; penalty.

Sec. 3. Any highway official who shall neglect or refuse to provide suitable barriers and suitable detours or
to remove barriers and signs as herein provided, or any person who wilfully enters upon the closed portion of
any highway or removes the barriers therefrom, or who removes, obliterates or defaces any sign or mark, or
who extinguishes or removes any light placed or maintained hereunder, except by permission of the highway
officiasin charge, is guilty of a misdemeanor.

History: 1917, Act 165, Eff. Aug. 10, 1917;0 CL 1929, 4628;1] CL 1948, 247.293;1 Am. 1966, Act 176, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1966.

TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND GUIDE POSTS
Act 186 of 1937

247.301-247.306 Repealed. 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.
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MECHANICALLY OPERATED BARRICADING DEVICES
Act 295 of 1937

AN ACT to promote the safety of persons and property at intersections of highways with other highways
and at bridge approaches in highways, to authorize public authorities having jurisdiction over highways to
install, operate, and maintain automatic or mechanically operated barricading devices in the highways; and to
provide for civil liability and a penalty for damage to such devices.

History: 1937, Act 295, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;,0 Am. 1993, Act 358, Imd. Eff. Jan. 14, 1994.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

247.311 Highways; definition.

Sec. 1. The word “highways’” as used in this act shall include without limitation all state, county and
township highways and roads and al highways, streets, avenues, boulevards and alleys in cities and villages,
and any place wheresoever situated in this state which is dedicated to the use of public vehicular traffic.

History: 1937, Act 295, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;00 CL 1948, 247.311.

247.312 Automatic or mechanically operated barricading devices.

Sec. 2. A public authority having jurisdiction and control over any highway in this state that determines
that the safety of persons and property require the installation of the devices provided for in this act at any
intersection of that highway with any other highway or at any bridge approach in that highway, may
construct, install, operate, and maintain at each such place automatic or mechanically operated barricading
devices, which, when giving warning, shall rise from a bed in the highway and become a barrier in the
highway.

History: 1937, Act 295, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;0 CL 1948, 247.312;0 Am. 1993, Act 358, Imd. Eff. Jan. 14, 1994.

247.313 Barricading devices on highway; automatic; warning signs, size, wording, distance.

Sec. 3. Whenever such barricading device shall be constructed, installed, operated or maintained, the
public authorities having jurisdiction and control over the highway at any such place shall install and maintain
at the side of such highway, immediately adjacent to such device, reflectorized warning signs with the words
“automatic barrier” in letters not less than 3 inches high. Whenever such device is located at a railroad
intersection, additional reflectorized warning signs, of a design to be prescribed by the state highway
commissioner, shall be installed and maintained on both sides thereof at a distance not less than 400 feet
therefrom when such intersection is located on a highway where vehicular traffic is permitted to travel at
speeds in excess of 30 miles per hour, and not less than 200 feet therefrom when such intersection is located
on a highway where vehicular traffic is permitted to travel at speeds not in excess of 30 miles per hour, and
such device and warning signs shall be in lieu of al other protection at such intersection. The advance
warning signs required by any other law of this state shall also be installed and maintained.

History: 1937, Act 295, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;00 CL 1948, 247.313;00 Am. 1964, Act 77, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964.

247.314 Barricading devices; expense.

Sec. 4. The public authorities, or the political subdivision of the state, having jurisdiction and control over
any highway, in which such device is constructed, installed, operated and maintained, shall bear the expense
thereof, unless the partiesin interest agree otherwise in writing.

History: 1937, Act 295, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;00 CL 1948, 247.314.
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DRIVEWAY S, BANNERS, AND PARADES
Act 200 of 1969

AN ACT to regulate driveways, banners, events, and parades upon and over highways, to provide for the
promulgation of rules; to prescribe requirements for the issuance of permits; and to provide for the issuance of
those permits.

History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969;0 Am. 1981, Act 177, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 1981.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

247.321 Driveways, banners and parades on highways; definitions.

Sec. 1. Asused in this act:

(a) “Driveway” means a driveway, lane, road or any other way providing vehicular access to or from the
highway from or to property adjoining the highway but does not mean acity or village street or other highway
covered by the provisions of Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1967, being sections 560.101 to 560.293 of the
Compiled Laws of 1948.

(b) “Highway” means a state trunk line highway or a county road including the entire right of way.

(c) “Highway authority” means the department of state highways in the case of state trunk line highways,
and the board of county road commissioners in the case of county roads.

History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969.

247.322 Permit; requirement, local ordinances.

Sec. 2. No driveway, banner or parade is lawful except pursuant to a permit issued in accordance with this
act unless otherwise provided. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent the application of the
provisions of any other statute of this state or any local ordinance which is more restrictive than this act nor to
preclude any city or village from requiring city or village permits with respect to any street or highway within
its corporate limits. No permit shall be issued pursuant to this act unless there is compliance with other
provisions of law or ordinances.

History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969.

247.323 Permits to temporarily close highway and for banners, decorations, or similar
objects; issuance; requests; arrangements for handling highway traffic; section
inapplicable to racing event.

Sec. 3. A permit to temporarily close a highway, or a portion of the highway, for a parade, celebration,
festival, or similar activity, and a permit for banners, decorations, or similar objects to overhang the traveled
way of a highway, may be issued by the highway authority only if requested by an authorized official
designated by resolution of the governing body of a city, incorporated village, or township. Requests for
temporary closing of highways shall indicate the time and date the highway is to be closed to traffic, the date
and time the highway is to be reopened to traffic, and other information as the highway authority may require.
A permit shall not be issued for the partial or complete closing of a highway unless the highway authority is
satisfied that adequate arrangements have been made for the handling of highway traffic during such closure.
Permits for banners, decorations, or similar objects over the traveled way of a highway shall require that they
be securely fastened and be at least 18 feet above the surface of the traveled way. This section does not apply
to aracing event for which a permit has been issued under the city motor vehicle racing act of 1981.

History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969;00 Am. 1981, Act 177, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 1981.

247.324 Permit; driveways; rules.

Sec. 4. Permits for driveways shall be granted in conformity with rules promulgated by the highway
authority which shall be consistent with the public safety and based upon the traffic volumes, drainage
requirements and the character of the use of land adjoining the highway and other requirements in the public
interest. Rules shall prescribe reasonable standards for the design and the location of driveways and may
require that driveways shall be hard-surfaced. The provisions of this section shall not be deemed to deny
reasonable access to a nonlimited access highway.

History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969.

247.325 Rules; local adoption.

Sec. 5. The department of state highways shall make rules necessary for the administration of this act in
accordance with the provisions of Act No. 88 of the Public Acts of 1943, as amended, being sections 24.71 to
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24.80 of the Compiled Laws of 1948, and subject to Act No. 197 of the Public Acts of 1952, as amended,
being sections 24.101 to 24.110 of the Compiled Laws of 1948. The boards of county road commissioners
may adopt by reference the rules, in whole or in part, of the department of state highways or may adopt its
own rules after a public hearing of which notice has been given by publication at least twice in a newspaper
circulated in the county not more than 30 days nor less than 7 days prior to the hearing.

History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969.

Administrativerules: R 247.201 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.

247.326 Permit; issuance requirements; revocation.

Sec. 6. A permit shall not be issued unless all the requirements of this act, and of rules made pursuant to
section 5, are met. A permit may be revoked by the highway authority issuing it if a any time the permitted
object, use, or activity fails to meet the requirements of this act or rules made in accordance with section 5.
This section does not apply to a permit issued by a city under the city motor vehicle racing act of 1981.

History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969;0 Am. 1981, Act 177, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 1981.
*rHxx* 247.327 THISSECTION ISAMENDED EFFECTIVE APRIL 5, 2017: See 247.327.amended *****

247.327 Existing driveways; correction of driveway in violation of rules; notice; failure to
correct; reimbursement.

Sec. 7. This act shall not apply to driveways in existence on August 6, 1969, except that if the use of the
land served by the driveway is changed or expanded, and the change or expansion causes the existing
driveway to be a safety hazard, the driveway shall be considered a new driveway subject to this act. A
driveway which is constructed or reconstructed after the effective date of the rules issued pursuant to this act
and which isin violation of the rules shall be corrected by the owner within a period of time, not less than 30
days, specified in the notice of violation sent by certified mail to the owner. If not corrected within the period
required by the notice, the highway authority or its agents may perform the necessary correction and the
owner shall reimburse the highway authority for the reasonable cost of correction.

History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969;0 Am. 1978, Act 83, Imd. Eff. Mar. 29, 1978,
*rxxx 247.327.amended THISAMENDED SECTION ISEFFECTIVE APRIL 5, 2017 *****

247.327.amended Correction of driveway in violation of rules; applicability; notice; failure to
correct; reimbursement; "constructed or reconstructed” defined.

Sec. 7. This act does not apply to a driveway in existence on August 6, 1969, except that if the use of the
land served by the driveway is changed or expanded, and the change or expansion causes the existing
driveway to be a safety hazard, the driveway shall be considered a new driveway subject to this act. A
driveway that is constructed or reconstructed after the effective date of the rulesissued under this act that isin
violation of the rules shall be corrected by the owner within a period of time, not less than 30 days, specified
in a notice of violation sent by certified mail to the owner. If not corrected within the period required by the
notice, the highway authority or its agents may perform the necessary correction and the owner shall
reimburse the highway authority for the reasonable cost of correction. As used in this section, "constructed or
reconstructed" does not include maintenance activities performed on a driveway, including, but not limited to,
the placement of additional gravel.

History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969;0 Am. 1978, Act 83, Imd. Eff. Mar. 29, 1978;00 Am. 2016, Act 455, Eff. Apr. 5,
2017.

247.328 Construction of act.
Sec. 8. Nothing in this act shall limit the right of the highway authority in the exercise of its authority to
acquire property for highway purposes or to widen, relocate, reconstruct, improve or maintain any highways.
History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969.

247.329 Authorization of city or village to issue permits with respect to state trunk line
highways; conditions; permit issued by city pursuant to MCL 257.1701 et seq.

Sec. 9. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the state transportation commission by resolution may
authorize any city or village to issue on behalf of the state the permits required by this act with respect to state
trunk line highways within the corporate limits of the city or village provided the permits are issued pursuant
to this act and rules promulgated under this act, subject to conditions as the commission may prescribe and
subject to acceptance of that authority by the governing body of the city or village.

(2) A permit issued by a city under the city motor vehicle racing act of 1981 shall be considered to be a
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permit issued for all purposes under this act regarding any highway located within the limits of the city.
History: 1969, Act 200, Imd. Eff. Aug. 6, 1969;00 Am. 1981, Act 177, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 1981.

Rendered Friday, February 17, 2017 Page 24 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 471 of 2016
O Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



BUS PASSENGER SHELTERS
Act 96 of 1959

AN ACT to prescribe the conditions under which persons, firms, corporations and municipalities may enter
upon, construct and maintain bus passenger shelters upon public highways within the corporate limits of
municipalities; to permit the posting of advertisements thereon; and to provide for the regulation thereof.

History: 1959, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1959.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

247.331 Bus passenger shelters; definitions.

Sec. 1. Asused in this act:

(1) “Advertisement” means any writing, printing, picture, painting, display, emblem, drawing, sign or
similar device which is posted or displayed outdoors on real property and is intended to invite or to draw the
attention or to solicit the patronage or support of the public to any goods, merchandise, property, real or
personal, business, services, entertainment or amusement, manufactured, produced, bought, sold, conducted,
furnished or dealt in by any person or for any political party or for the candidacy of any individual for any
nomination or office; and the term shall also include any part of an advertisement recognizable as such.

(2) “Bus passenger shelter” means any rigid structure situated upon or attached to real property outdoors,
primarily or principally for the purpose of furnishing awaiting room or shelter for the use and convenience of
the passengers of common motor carriers, but suitable for the purpose of furnishing a background, base or
support upon which an advertisement may be posted.

(3) “Highway” means every way or place of whatever nature open to the use of the public for purposes of
vehicular travel in this state.

(4) “Municipality” means any city or incorporated village.

(5) “Post” means post, display, print, paint, burn, nail, paste or otherwise attach.

(6) “Real property” means any property physically attached or annexed to real estate in any manner
whatsoever.

History: 1959, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1959.

247.332 Bus passenger shelters; construction on highways, municipal consent.

Sec. 2. Persons, firms, corporations and municipalities may enter upon, construct and maintain bus
passenger shelters with all necessary erections and fixtures therefor upon that portion of any highway lying
within the corporate limits of municipalities. Every person, firm, corporation and municipality before any of
the work of construction and erection is commenced shall obtain the consent of the duly constituted
authorities of the municipality.

History: 1959, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1959.

247.333 Bus passenger shelters; county and state highways, consent.

Sec. 3. If it is proposed to construct a bus passenger shelter on that portion of a county road lying within
the corporate limits of any municipality, the consent of the board of county road commissioners both as to
location and duration shall also be obtained before the construction is commenced. If it is proposed to
construct a bus passenger shelter upon that portion of a state trunkline highway lying within the corporate
limits of any municipality, the consent of the state highway commissioner both as to location and duration
shall be obtained before the construction is commenced.

History: 1959, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1959.

247.334 Bus passenger shelters; construction, municipal supervision.

Sec. 4. The municipalities in which bus passenger shelters are proposed to be erected shall have the
exclusive power to prescribe the size, shape and nature of the bus passenger shelters, and to supervise their
construction and maintenance.

History: 1959, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1959.

247.335 Bus passenger shelters; convenience of public.

Sec. 5. The construction and maintenance of all such bus passenger shelters shall be deemed to be for the
use and convenience of the public, but nothing in this section or in sections 2, 3 or 4 shall be construed to
grant any rights whatsoever to any person, firm, corporation or municipality whatsoever or to impair in any
way any existing rights granted in accordance with the constitution or laws of this state, but shall be construed
as aregulation of the exercise of all such rights.
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History: 1959, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1959.

247.336 Bus passenger shelters; advertisements, approval.

Sec. 6. Advertisements of such size, shape and nature as the municipality in which such advertisements are
proposed to be posted shall approve may be posted in such quantity and upon such portions of duly authorized
bus passenger shelters as such municipality shall approve.

History: 1959, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 30, 1959.
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SIGNSMARKING TOWNSHIPLIMITS
Act 140 of 1972

AN ACT to provide for the placing of signs marking township limits along state highways.
History: 1972, Act 140, Eff. Mar. 30, 1973.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

247.341 Signs marking township limits.

Sec. 1. A township may manufacture and place signs marking the township limits along any state highway
which passes through the township. The department of state highways shall provide specifications for the
manufacture of the signs, and may supervise their construction. If atownship shall erect such signs along any
state highway, it shall thereafter maintain the same at the township's expense.

History: 1972, Act 140, Eff. Mar. 30, 1973.
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HIGHWAYSWITHIN TOWNSHIPS
Act 111 of 1956

AN ACT to provide for the acquisition, construction, establishment, opening, atering, improving and
maintaining of highways; authorizing contracts between townships and boards of county road commissioners
for the same; authorizing townships to finance their share of the cost of the same from its contingent fund,
special assessments, and bonds or short term notes issued in anticipation of the receipt of sales tax moneys or
genera obligation bonds; and to prescribe procedures and conditions relative to the issuance of said bonds or
short term notes.

History: 1956, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1956.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

247.351 Highways within townships; contracts, structures included.

Sec. 1. The township board of any township and the board of county road commissioners in which said
township is located are hereby authorized and shall have power to enter into a contract to provide for the
acquisition, construction, establishment, opening, altering, improving and maintaining of any highways within
the township. Said highways shall be deemed to include such bridges, culverts, storm sewers and other
drainage structures, and traffic control and regulatory devices, as may be necessary to provide a complete
highway.

History: 1956, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1956.

247.352 Highways within townships; contracts, contents; approval by electors, board of
county road commissioners; execution.

Sec. 2. Said contract shall provide that al engineering with respect to such highways be performed by, and
that all construction including the award of contracts therefor be under the supervision of, and in accordance
with the plans and specifications therefor prepared by, the board of county road commissioners. The cost of
engineering and supervision shall be deemed a part of the cost of the highway. Said contract shall provide that
all or part of the cost of the highway improvement be allocated to the township as the township and the board
of county road commissioners may agree, and shall approve the plans, specifications and estimates of cost of
the highway improvement. Said contract may be executed by the township board after a majority of the legal
voters of such township, voting upon said proposition, at a township meeting, a general election or a special
election called by the township board for that purpose, shall vote in favor thereof, and by the board of county
road commissioners after approval thereof by a resolution adopted by a mgjority vote of the members of said
board. The contract shall be executed on behalf of the township by the supervisor and on behalf of the county
road commissioners by the chairman of said board. The execution of said contract by the board of county road
commissioners shall not require the approval of the board of supervisors.

History: 1956, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1956.

247.353 Highways within townships; funds.

Sec. 3. For the purpose of obtaining funds to carry out the provisions of this act the township board of any
township which is a party to such a contract is hereby authorized to pay its allocable share of the cost of any
such highway improvements from any, al, or any combination of, the following methods of raising money
therefor: (a) From the contingent fund of the township; (b) from the proceeds of special assessments levied on
property benefited by the highway improvement, the procedures relative to making and collecting said special
assessments to conform to the procedures provided by Act No. 188 of the Public Acts of 1954, being sections
41.721 to 41.737, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws of 1948: Provided, That when a contract has been duly
executed as authorized by this act no petition shall be required to authorize the levy and collection of specia
assessments; (¢) from proceeds of sale of bonds or short term notes which the township is hereby authorized
to issue in anticipation of sales tax moneys to be returned to the township pursuant to section 23 of article 10
of the state constitution; or (d) from the proceeds of sale of general obligation bonds of the township which
the township is hereby authorized to issue.

History: 1956, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1956.

Compiler'snote: In this section, “section 23 of article 10 of the state constitution” refersto the Constitution of 1908. See now Const.
1963, Art. 1X, §8 8, 10, and 11.

247.354 Bonds issued in anticipation of sales tax money; additional security; irrevocable
pledge and appropriation; annual debt service requirements; limitation; successive
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borrowings; bonds and notes subject to revised municipal finance act.

Sec. 4. (1) Bonds issued under this act in anticipation of sales tax revenue to be returned to the township
shall be payable primarily from the proceeds of revenues derived from sales tax revenue collected by the state
and returned to the township under section 10 of article I X of the state constitution of 1963.

(2) As additional security for the payment of the bonds, the township board may submit to the qualified
electors of the township the question of pledging the full faith and credit of the township for the payment of
the bonds, as provided in section 5; and if a mgjority of the qualified electors voting on the issue approve the
guestion, the township board may pledge the full faith and credit of the township for the payment of the
bonds, in which event, if the sales tax proceeds are not sufficient to pay the bonds and the interest on the
bonds, they shall be payable from any money in the contingent fund of the township or from ad valorem taxes
that the township shall levy without limitation asto rate or amount.

(3) The township board in the resolution shall make an irrevocable pledge and appropriation of an amount
sufficient for payment of the principal of and interest upon the bonds or short term notes from revenues
derived from sales tax revenue collected by the state and returned to the township under section 10 of article
IX of the state constitution of 1963. The township board may not pledge for annual debt service requirements
in any future calendar year on the bonds or short term notes an amount in excess of 50% of the average
revenues derived from sales tax revenues collected by the state and returned to the township under section 10
of article IX of the state congtitution of 1963 in the 3 calendar years immediately preceding the borrowing.
Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as a prohibition against successive borrowings if the total
amount of revenues pledged for annual debt service requirements does not exceed the applicable percentage
described in this section.

(4) Bonds and notes issued under this act are subject to the revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34,
MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821.

History: 1956, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1956;00 Am. 1983, Act 109, Imd. Eff. July 6, 1983;0 Am. 2002, Act 336, Imd. Eff. May
23, 2002.

247.355 General obligation bonds.

Sec. 5. General obligation bonds issued under this act shall be issued only after their issuance has been
authorized by a majority vote of the qualified electors of the township voting on the proposition of issuing the
bonds at a general or specia township election and only after the qualified electors of the township have
voted an increase in the tax rate limitation imposed by section 6 of article IX of the state constitution of 1963,
in an amount and for a period of time necessary to permit the collection of taxes in an amount sufficient to
meet the principal and interest requirements on the proposed bonds. A township may not issue general
obligation bonds under this act for an amount greater than 10% of the total assessed valuation of the township.
The general obligation bonds shall be issued and sold subject to the revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA
34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821.

History: 1956, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1956;00 Am. 1974, Act 101, Imd. Eff. May 14, 1974;0 Am. 2002, Act 336, Imd. Eff. May
23, 2002.

247.356 Townships and boards of county road commissioners; enlargement of powers.
Sec. 6. The powers herein granted shall be deemed an enlargement of any power granted to townships and
boards of county road commissioners.

History: 1956, Act 111, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1956.
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SNOW REMOVAL FROM PRIVATE WAYS
Act 387 of 1965

AN ACT to authorize county road commissions to provide for snow removal from private ways; and to
provide for the disposition of funds received.

History: 1965, Act 387, Imd. Eff. Oct. 19, 1965;0 Am. 1980, Act 310, Imd. Eff. Dec. 4, 1980.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

247.361 Snow removal from private ways; request; contract; liability; validity of snow
removal operations.

Sec. 1. (1) Upon request by the county board of commissioners, the board of county road commissioners of
any county in the upper peninsula with a voted millage for snow removal may remove snow from driveways
and roads situated on private property within the county, without cost to the property owner.

(2) In any county in the upper peninsula without a voted millage for snow removal, the board of county
road commissioners may contract with the owners of private driveways or roads to remove snow from the
private driveway or road. The contract shall provide for the reimbursement of the snow removal cost to the
board of county road commissioners.

(3) The county shall not be liable for damages resulting from the snow removal work.

(4) Any snow removal operations conducted on driveways and roads situated on private property before
the effective date of this subsection is declared valid.

History: 1965, Act 387, Imd. Eff. Oct. 19, 1965;00 Am. 1980, Act 310, Imd. Eff. Dec. 4, 1980.

247.362 Snow removal; service charges, determination; reimbursement of county.

Sec. 2. Before entering into the contracts, the board of county road commissioners shall determine the
charges to be made for snow removal service, which charges shall be sufficient to completely reimburse the
county road commission for all expenses of whatsoever nature incurred in the performance of snow removal.

History: 1965, Act 387, Imd. EFff. Oct. 19, 1965.

247.363 Snow removal; advance payment, disposition of funds.

Sec. 3. Upon entering into the contract, the board of county road commissioners shall demand and receive
sufficient payment from the property owners to fully pay for the services to be rendered for at least 30 daysin
advance. All payments shall be turned over to the county treasurer, who shall credit them to the county road
fund.

History: 1965, Act 387, Imd. Eff. Oct. 19, 1965.

MAINTENANCE OF PRIVATE ROADS
Act 234 of 1968

247.371-247.375 Repealed. 1972, Act 139, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1972.

NATURAL BEAUTY ROADS
Act 150 of 1970

247.381-247.386 Repealed. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
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MAINTENANCE OF PRIVATE ROADS
Act 139 of 1972

AN ACT authorizing township boards to provide for the maintenance and improvement of private roads by
contract and to provide payments by special assessment districts; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts.

History: 1972, Act 139, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1972.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

247.391 Contract for maintenance of private roads; special assessment district; petition.

Sec. 1. In any township, the township board may contract for the maintenance or improvement of any
private roads within the township by the creation of a special assessment district. Fifty-one percent of the
property owners owning the frontage along a private road shall be required to reguest the improvement or
maintenance by petition to the township board.

History: 1972, Act 139, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1972.

247.392 Allocation of costs; notice of public hearings.

Sec. 2. Upon receipt of a petition the township board of any township may enter into a contract or make
such maintenance or improvement with the allocation of cost to be spread against all of the owners in the
district benefiting on a pro rata frontage basis. Such improvement and assessment of cost shall not be
completed until the township board has created the special assessment district and assessed the properties with
proper notice of public hearings to al of the owners of property within the special assessment district to be
benefited thereby.

History: 1972, Act 139, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1972.

247.393 Procedures and requirements.

Sec. 3. The making of improvements or the maintenance of private roads and the creation of a special
assessment district and the assessments levied to be placed upon the tax roll of the township shal all bein
accordance with the procedures and requirements of Act No. 188 of the Public Acts of 1954, as amended,
being sections 41.721 to 41.737 of the Compiled Laws of 1948.

History: 1972, Act 139, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1972.

247.394 Annual program; duration of program; assessment period.

Sec. 4. The maintenance or improvement approved by the township board may be an annual maintenance
or improvement program not to exceed 5 years in scope and the assessment district shall not be assessed for a
period longer than 5 years unless a new district with a new assessment is created to continue the program.

History: 1972, Act 139, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1972.

247.395 “Maintenance” defined.
Sec. 5. Maintenance, as used in this act, is defined as that word applies and has been adopted by the
department of state highways manual to cities and villages.

History: 1972, Act 139, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1972.

247.396 Contract with board of county road commissioners.

Sec. 6. The township board may enter into contracts with the board of county road commissioners to
provide maintenance or make improvement but such contracts shall include specific terms holding and saving
the county free from damages resulting from the maintenance or improvement of private roads.

History: 1972, Act 139, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1972.

247.397 Repealed. 1978, Act 108, Imd. Eff. Apr. 13, 1978.
Compiler'snote: The repealed section pertained to applicability of act to platted private roads.

247.398 Repeal of MCL 247.371 to 247.375.
Sec. 8. Act No. 234 of the Public Acts of 1968, being sections 247.371 to 247.375 of the Compiled Laws
of 1948, isrepealed.

History: 1972, Act 139, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1972.
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TOURIST-ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
Act 299 of 1996

AN ACT to regulate tourist-oriented directional signs on certain rura roads; and to impose certain duties
upon the state transportation department.
History: 1996, Act 299, Imd. Eff. June 19, 1996.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

247.401 Definitions.

Sec. 1. Asused in this act:

(a) "Department" means the state transportation department.

(b) "Eligible attraction™ means a tourist-oriented activity that is all of the following:

(i) Within 10 miles of the rural road for which atourist-oriented directional sign is sought, unless otherwise
restricted or permitted by the department.

(i) Not visible from the rural road for which atourist-oriented directional sign is sought.

(iif) In compliance with section 131 of title 23 of the United States Code, 23 USC 131, and the national
standards, criteria, and rules established under that act, if the activity is advertised by rural road signs.

(c) "Rural road" means a highway as that term is defined in section 20 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949
PA 300, MCL 257.20, but does not include either of the following:

(i) A freeway as that term is defined in section 18a of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL
257.18a.

(i) A road that is part of the national system of interstate and defense highways.

(d) "Tourist-oriented activity" means a lawful cultural, historical, recreational, educational, or commercial
activity that is annually attended by 2,000 or more people and for which a major portion of the activity's
income or visitors are derived during the normal business season from motorists not residing in the immediate
area of the activity.

(e) "Tourist-oriented directional sign" means a sign used to provide motorists with advanced notice of a
tourist-oriented activity.

History: 1996, Act 299, Imd. Eff. June 19, 1996;(] Am. 2004, Act 528, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005.

247.402 Tourist-oriented directional signs and markers; placement program; contract with
nongovernmental entity.

Sec. 2. (1) Within 6 months after the effective date of this act, the department shall implement a program
for the placement of tourist-oriented directional signs and markers within the right-of-way of those portions of
rural roads within state jurisdiction. At aminimum, the program shall include all of the following:

(&) The form of the application for a permit to participate in the program.

(b) The criteriafor limiting the number of permitsfor asingle site or area.

(c) Thecriteriafor issuing a permit for which multiple applications have been received.

(d) The removal or covering of signs, if necessary, during the off-season of an dligible attraction that
operates seasonally.

(e) Criteriafor including on a sign the season and hours of operation of an eligible attraction.

(f) Criteria for awarding sign manufacturing, installation, or maintenance contracts to nongovernmental
agencies.

(9) A provision specifying that a person who obtains a permit under this act is responsible for payment of
all costs incurred in the replacement of a sign, including the costs of manufacturing and installing the
replacement sign, and covering of the sign, if necessary.

(h) Provision for the establishment of a review board to consider and grant or deny applications for the
waiver of distance requirements imposed under this act for tourist-oriented directional signs. The review
board shall consist of at least 1 member representative of the state transportation department, at least 1
member representative of the department of agriculture, at least 1 member representative of the Michigan
travel bureau, and at least 2 members representative of persons in the general public who are engaged in
tourist-oriented activities.

(2) The department may authorize a nongovernmental entity to manufacture, install, and maintain signs
under this act pursuant to a written contract. The written contract shall not prohibit the nongovernmental
entity from making a reasonable profit, which shall be determined by the department.

History: 1996, Act 299, Imd. Eff. June 19, 1996.
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247.403 Directional sign program; participation by operator of tourist-oriented activity;
application; fee; determination; appeal; issuance of permit; order canceling permit;
removal of signs; tourist-oriented directional signs.

Sec. 3. (1) The operator of a tourist-oriented activity who wishes to participate in a directional sign
program under this act shall submit to the department or its designee an application described in section 2. If
the department or its designee determines that an application is complete and that the applicant has complied
with this act, the department or its designee shall notify the applicant of that determination in writing. If the
applicant pays the permit fee following receipt of the written notice described in this subsection, the
department or its designee shall issue the permit.

(2) If the department or its designee determines that an application is incomplete or that the applicant has
not complied with this act, the department or its designee shall provide the applicant with written notice
specifying the factual basis of that determination. A person aggrieved by a determination under this act may
appeal the determination pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to
24.328.

(3) The department shall establish the time period for which a permit issued or renewed under this section
isvalid. Additionaly, the department shall establish criteriafor the cancellation of a permit issued or renewed
under this section.

(4) The department or its designee shall not issue permits that would result in installation of more signs at a
single site than are permitted under this act. If applications for sign installation at a single site exceed the
number of signs permitted for that site, permits shall be issued in accordance with the program described in
section 2.

(5) If the eligible attraction for which a permit is in effect ceases operation, the owner or operator of that
eligible attraction shall immediately return the permit to the department or the department's designee for
cancellation.

(6) If the department or its designee has reasonable cause to believe that an eligible attraction for which a
permit is in effect has ceased operation, the director of the department shall issue an order canceling the
permit and provide the holder of that permit with a copy of the order. If the order is not appealed in atimely
manner, or if the order is appealed and the cancellation is affirmed, the director shall order the removal of the
sign or signs governed by the canceled permit.

(7) In addition to the other requirements of this section, the operator of a tourist-oriented activity who
wishes to participate in a directiona sign program under this act and is applying for a sign that would reside
within the boundaries of an incorporated city or village shall have the application approved by the
incorporated city or village if the incorporated city or village has adopted an ordinance that allows
tourist-oriented directional signs within the jurisdictional boundaries of the incorporated city or village. If the
incorporated city or village has not adopted an ordinance that allows tourist-oriented directional signs, then a
tourist-oriented directional sign shall not be posted within the jurisdictional limits of the incorporated city or
village. If the incorporated city or village has adopted an ordinance allowing tourist-oriented directiona signs,
the incorporated city or village may reject any application for tourist-oriented directional signs within the
jurisdictional limits of the incorporated city or village.

History: 1996, Act 299, Imd. Eff. June 19, 1996;1 Am. 2004, Act 528, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005.

247.404 Sign specifications; symbols; multiple signs; location.

Sec. 4. (1) The size, location, design, and arrangement of each tourist-oriented directional sign subject to
this act shall conform to the specifications for signs contained in the state manual of uniform traffic control
devices.

(2) The department shall develop optional, standardized symbols for different types of activities associated
with eligible attractions. The symbols may be used on signs in conjunction with other directional information.
If more than 1 eligible attraction requires a sign at the same location, multiple signs may be combined on the
same panel in accordance with the state manual of uniform traffic control devices.

(3) Signs governed by this act may be erected at |ocations the department determines appropriate to ensure
adequate sight distance, intersection vehicle maneuvers, and public safety.

History: 1996, Act 299, Imd. Eff. June 19, 1996.

247.405 Permit fee; calculation; public notice.

Sec. 5. The department or its designee may impose a reasonable fee for a permit issued under this act,
which shall be calculated to include reimbursement for the department's anticipated costs in implementing and
administering this act, including the costs of installing, repairing, covering during an off-season, and
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removing signs. However, at least 60 days before the imposition of afee or fee increase under this section, the
department shall provide public notice of the proposed fee or fee increase to the general public and shall
notify in writing standing committees of the legislature that are primarily responsible for tra